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RUSSIAN  FOREIGN TRADE, 1826-1860
Years                      Exports                    Imports
(Yearly average in thousand gold rubles)
1841-1845                  132,323                  119,864
1846-1850                  151,757                  131,522
1851-1855                  133,173                  129,962
1856-1860                  225,594                  205,866
In spite of the increase in the value both of exports and of imports, Russia's share of world trade remained practically stationary: according to the computations of Gulishambarov it was approximately 3.7 per cent at the beginning of the century, and 3,6 per cent fifty years later. Sea-borne trade still accounted for the bulk of Russian foreign commerce, although in 1850 the share of overland trade rose to 17 per cent of exports and 37 per cent of imports. In the middle of the century over 80 per cent of the sea-borne imports came through the ports of the Baltic Sea, but with the growth of grain exports about one-third of all exports left from the ports of the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov. There was little change in the range of commodities sold to, and bought from, foreign countries, except for a somewhat higher percentage of grain and other agricultural produce among Russian exports.11 As in the eighteenth century, England remained Russia's chief customer and main source of supply. According to V, I. Pokrovsky, England in 1846-1848 took 37 per cent of Russian exports and provided 29 per cent of her imports, while the respective figures for Germany were 8 per cent and 16 per cent, and for France 10 per cent and 9 per cent
The well established predominance of foreign firms in Russian foreign trade was fully maintained. G. P. Nebolsin, author of a useful survey of Russian foreign commerce published in 1850, held that in 1847, when Russian exports reached 134 million rubles, the share of purely Russian firms was merely 3 million rubles, or less than 2 per cent. According to the same author, the export trade of the southern ports was almost exclusively in the hands of Greeks and Italians. Russian merchants were active only in commerce with China,, from which foreigners were excluded by law, but Russia's eastern trade in the middle of the nineteenth century did, npt exceed one-tenth of her total foreign trade. Nebolsin ascribed tp their lack of proper education the
"See pp. 710-711, 781.